6]                   ST ALEXANDER, P. C

advanced his blasphemies in his sermons, affirming, with Ebion, Artemas,
and Theodotus, that Christ was not truly God; adding, what no heretic
had before asserted in such a manner, that the Son was a creature, and
made out of nothing; that there was a time when he did not exist, and
that he was capable of sinning, with other such impieties* Arms engaged
in his errors two other curates of the city, a great many virgins, twelve
deacons, seven priests, and two bishops.

One Colluthus, another curate of Alexandria, and many others,
declaimed loudly against these blasphemies. The heretics were called
Arians, and these called the Catholics Colluthians. St Alexander, who
was one of the mildest of men, first made use of soft and gentle methods
to recover Arius to the truth, and endeavoured to gain him by sweetness
and exhortations. Several were offended at his lenity, and Colluthus
carried his resentment so far as to commence a schism; but this was soon
at an end, and the author of it returned to the Catholic communion* But
St Alexander, finding Anus's party increase, and all his endeavours to
reclaim him ineffectual, he summoned him to appear in an assembly of
his clergy, where, being found obstinate and incorrigible, he was ex-
communicated together with his adherents. This sentence of excommunica-
tion the saint confirmed soon after, about the end of the year 320, in a
council at Alexandria, at the head of near one hundred bishops, at which
Arius was also present.

Alexander wrote to the Pope, St Sylvester, and, in a circular letter, to
the other bishops of the church, giving them an account of Anus's heresy
and condemnation. Arius, Eusebius, and many others, wrote to our saint,
begging that he would take off his censures. The Emperor Constantme
also exhorted him by letter to a reconciliation with Arius, and sent it by
the great Osius to Alexandria, with express orders to procure information
of the state of the affair. The deputy returned to the emperor better
informed of the heresiarch's impiety and malice, and the zeal, virtue, and
prudence of St Alexander: and having given him a just and faithful
account of the matter, convinced him of the necessity of a general council
as the only remedy adequate to the growing evil and capable of restoring
peace to the church. St Alexander had already sent him the same advice
in several letters. That prince, accordingly, by letters of respect, invited
the bishops to Nice, in Bithynia, and defrayed their expense They
assembled in the imperial palace of Nice on the I9th of June, in 325,
* being three hundred and eighteen in number,, the most illustrious prelates
of the church, among whom were many glorious confessors of the faith*
The principal were our saint, St Eustathius* Patriarch of Antioch, St
Macarius of Jerusalem, Cecilian, Archbishop of Carthage, St Paphnutii^
St Potamon, St Paul of Neocesarea, St James of Nisibis, &c St Sylvsstar
could not come in person by reason of his great age; but he seat his